VE Testing Policies; test
sessions begin at 6PM - just
prior to the 7PM monthly
meeting on the 3rd Tuesday of

South Mountain Radio Amateurs  each month.

www.N3TWT.org

443.300 - Plus offset (5 MHz), tone 67 Hz
145.430 - Minus offset (600 kHz), tone 67 hz
146.460 - Plus offset (1 MHz), tone 67 Hz
146.685- Minus offset (600KHz) DMR
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about:blank
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81203574667?pwd=XzTA1rcJwgrUUd9naxaUTanoXmdlsd.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81203574667?pwd=XzTA1rcJwgrUUd9naxaUTanoXmdlsd.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81203574667?pwd=XzTA1rcJwgrUUd9naxaUTanoXmdlsd.1

Recognition of guests

New member applications

Acceptance of new members

New Members: We use the message system
Groups.io for communicating to members.
You will see a request to join
SMRA.Groups.io

12/16/2025
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Due on the last day of February 20

Easy to Pay on the Club Website: hitps://n3twt.org/renew-
membership-2

Sign in is current, so if you are RED, you owe dues for the year.

Dues: $10.00 via PayPal on our website or $12.00 by check*.
PayPal is preferred and much easier for the club.

Family dues: $18.00

Lifetime dues: $100.00 *** Best deal going.

Lifetime family dues: $140.00

*Mail your $12.00 Check to:
South Mountain Radio Amateurs c/o Mike Giordano-K3ESQ, 4
221 West Main Street, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055.

12/16/2025
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https://n3twt.org/renew-membership-2
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We have a great number of unique SMRA sub-groups on
Groups.io

Members may not know about them

NOTE: Groups.io emails can easily be blocked by SPAM Blockers.
Don’t need to email all groups, the same content.

SMRA@Groups.io — Goes to everyone.

Announcements, Events, Interesting HAM radio news

Discussion and Questions welcome

| SPRAY

BAND
CONDITION

DESIGNED TO
ENHANCE HF
PROPAGATION

WORK RARE DX EASILY
WORKS FOR ALL MODES

WILL NOT DAMAGE
THE IONOSPHERE

UCENCED AMATEUR
USE ONLY

12/16/2025
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PRESENTATION:

for a more Exciting QSO

Ed W3ETO
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GridTracker

An Amateur Radio Companion
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Why Use WSIT-X (FT8) Mode for HAM
Operations

* Exceptional Weak-Signal Performance

* FT8 can decode signals at extremely low signal-to-noise ratios—often below —
20 dB—enabling communication under conditions where traditional modes
like SSB or CW cannot succeed.

e Fast, Automated, and Efficient QSOs

* The 15-second synchronized transmission cycles and structured exchanges
make FT8 contacts consistent, quick, and partially automated, allowing
operators to run stations with minimal interaction

* High Stability and Reliability

* FT8’s precise timing and error-correcting encoding allow it to perform well
even during fading, interference, or crowded band conditions, providing
dependable communication.



ldeal for Low-Power (QRP) Operation

* |deal for Low-Power (QRP) Operation

* Thanks to its efficient digital encoding, operators can achieve long-distance
(DX) contacts using very low power levels, often just a few watts.

* Excellent Tool for Antenna and Propagation Testing

* Because FT8 signals are automatically spotted on networks like PSK Reporter,
operators can easily evaluate antenna performance and observe real-time
propagation paths.

* High Global Activity and DX Availability

* FT8 is one of the busiest modes on modern HF bands, providing constant
activity and making worldwide contacts possible at nearly any hour of the
day.

* Easy DX hunting — Especially assisted by DXSummit.fi website



What Is GridTracker and Why
Hams use it with FT8?

Overview and Benefits for Amateur Radio Operators



What Is GridTracker?

e A FREE companion application for WSJT-X and other digital modes
software

e Tracks FT8, FT4, and other digital QSOs in real time

e Displays stations on a world map by Maidenhead grid squares
e Integrates with logging programs and spotting networks

* It gives FT8 contacts “ Personality” and makes the hunt fun!



Why Operators Use GridTracker for FT8

e Provides a visual, live map of all decoded stations

* Once you click on a contact, you it looks that contact up in QRZ

» See photo of the person, all details, Shack and Antenna’s, all details of that
person they wish to share.

* Links to more detail like websites (Antarctica live cams, Stations Details) (ships — Exact
location and Grid square, Details on the ship... e.g. my Russian Science Vessel

* Previous contact information with them
 What Bands you worked, Confirmations

e Helps identify where your signal is being heard
e Simplifies chasing DX and confirming new grid squares
e Works seamlessly with WSIJT-X without extra setup



Key Benefits of GridTracker

e More fun- Instant signal path visualization on global or regional maps

e Automatic logging to popular logbooks (Logbook of the World, QRZ,
eQSL, Clublog, etc.)

e Real-time propagation awareness for better band decision-making

e Shows worked vs. confirmed grids, DXCC, CQ/ITU zones, and more
» Perfect for Working all States, Continents, Grid squares, and other Awards

e Enhanced situational awareness during FT8 operations = Adds the
FUN



Recommended Software and Locations

* WSIJT-X - https://sourceforge.net/projects/wsit/files/

* GridTracker - https://gridtracker.org/

* DX Spotting Website: http://dxsummit.fi

* QRZ membership for live lookups of your contacts (this makes it FUN) only cost $39

* Good Clocking app

About MetTime

Definitely recommend a Time Sync app that runs in the background of the PC and frequently * /A NetTime
updates your computer time to the precise time. é/\\ - 314
: Build 3.1.4.220
* NetTime, Atomic Clock Sync, SNTP Network Time Sync, and PTPSync (Precision Time LVB  etworkTne Synctrunzston Tol
PFOtOCOl Sync Original Program Copyright ® 1997, 2000 Graham Mainwaring
Modificatiens Copyright @ 2011, 2012 Mark Griffiths
* | Use — NetTime https://timesynctool.com/ sometimes JTSYNC sslinesycloo o
* | use JT-SYNC when the station | want has a clock that is way off. ‘
* | will change my clock to match theirs and get that contact %CMMMWNW o @
* Then use JTSync to reset the clock or wait for my background app to adjust it to normal. ke gl
* |t can also work in the field when you have no network connection — It can listen to the FT8 stations, e
take an average of their times, and update your clock to the average ol
pool.nip.cig v et

(&) Calcuiate T T


https://sourceforge.net/projects/wsjt/files/
https://gridtracker.org/
http://dxsummit.fi/
https://timesynctool.com/

DX Spotting i\ SO T —— S RADIO ARCALA

Spofs Spot Search Daily DX Mews Radio Arcala Visit Azores Tutorials
u I t L} I

. . bl LR L L e ( comey © 16:49:22 04 Dec
° R u n n I ng I n my S h a Ck 24/7 F4HEC-@ 280262 ZF200 16:49 04 Dec  CQ Cayman Islands
SSB1535B- 35000 SPOMAV 16:45 04 Dec  ha ha ha,ur a complete Poland
@ idi.t
°® U Se O u r favo rite DX F5LNU-@ 25090.0 TOIW 16:48 04 Dec  FT& +30 St. Martin
y 13RX-@ 3662.0 13RXJ 16:45 04 Dec  CALENDARIO Italy
DELL'AVVENTO Share a spot
Tra C ke r to O DH1PAL-@ 37780 DLODIG 16:48 04 Dec  for DARCT5-Award Fed. Rep. of Germany
SPEHAS-@ 71450 SPBHAS 16:47 04 Dec 100 years gso Poland S
N3NT-@ 142650 N3NTJ 16:47 04 Dec  Pota us-8843 United States DX:
G4AUNB-@ 143100 S51DX 16:46 04 Dec  fnx Janez 73 Slovenia
KaxD 503130 BWIRD 1644 04 Dec i3 we copied u at 1554z Senegal
17db
3z 71890 IUMRVT 16:44 04 Dec  **lonotest-Speciale Italy
Hatale egs
DFEQE-@ 14210.0 OMSYOTA  16:4404Dec  YOTA Slovak Republic
W4PSK 280742 DJIHX 16:43 04 Dec Fed. Rep. of Germany Cm Propagation Now
PASCNI-@ 28065.0 C5YK 16:43 04 Dec  f18, gsl via ONTYK The Gambia solarTerrestrial Data
KQ4SKS 250749 MOPWX 16:43 04 Dec England 2023 1625 GHT
3Nz 70890 1QBKX 16:43 04 Dec  **lonciest-Speciale Italy
Hatale egs
KB7THL 28466.0 EATGX 16:43 04 Dec Spain
MMODXL 14210.0 OMOYOTA  16:4204Dec  Thankyou 73 Slovak Republic
IZ7FLN 70950 IUOKNS 16:42 04 Dec  (M@. Italy
DGEWA 3556.0 DLS00HM  16:4204Dec SES DARC //CWQRS  Fed. Rep. of Germany
M1RJG 14310.0 S51DX 16:42 04 Dec  SSB Slovenia
TAZI 21015.0 AO25YOTA  16:4204Dec CW Spain
EATYV 2400040.0 DK9SF 16:42 04 Dec  INS20C<SAT=JOS0 Fed. Rep. of Germany

DESYY 5357.0 BA4RF 16:42 04 Dec China
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¢ Menu options:

9 ¢ Polar Map

Y

Grid square versus Pin
Maidenhead 4 or 6
Setup

Sun, Moon, Help
Propagation status
Import Logs from sources
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¢ General Features Lookups Audio Map Grids Logging AudioAlerts Custom Alerts Logbook About |X
Source/Sync |Connect? Menu?| Startup?|Log? Details Test Result
Enabile Value
App Log(s) [Add Fie WSJT-X \ wsjtx_log.adi I
S =g —_— Setup Screen
Local File(s) = [
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QRZ.com API Key [ [ Test
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ClubLog * Email (w3eto@duck com [Test
— Y
URL (hitp:#1127.0.0.1
Cloudiog/Wavelog O AP Key (D) [ Test
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st o W ot | [t
LoTW o Login (W3ETO | Password [-eessssesssss [Test Download
HamCQ.cn O AP! key (D [ Test
N1MM Logger+ @ IP (127.0.0.1 Port 2333
Log40M | IP [127.0.0.1 Port 2236
N3FJP Loggers m n m m IP (127.0.0.1 Port (1100
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A

JO21 (Logbook)
Belgium (), Germany (Nordrhein-Westfalen), Netherlands ()

Call |Freq|Sent/Rcvd| Station [Mode|Band|QSL Last Msg | bxcc | Time 'LoTW|eQSL|0QRS)|
ON4AOI/1558) 11 | - |caNa| Frs | 20m | CQ NA ON4AOI JO21 | Belgium (ON) | 41s oF F &2 ]
'PD3ED | - | -03| 04 FT4 [20m| v | FT4 Sent -03 Rcvd: -04 | Netherlands (PA)| 3/1/2024 4-48:00 PM '
|ON8BB | - [+09]+15 FT4 [20m| v |FT4 Sent +09 Revd: +15 Belgium (ON) |5/17/2023 9:02:00PM| v | v
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Typical QSO Exchange

. . 194930 -17 0.1 314 ~ CQ TYSAD JJL16

ON4AOI From Belgium calling ;¢c000 21 0.1 314 ~ co Tysap Joie
e CQ for North America 195015 Tx 2037 ~ TYSAD W3ETO FN10O
Tl @i e el @l [ 194945 -13 0.2 1558 ~ CQ NA ON4AOI JO21
. Usually, 3 or 4 times then 155030 Tx 2037 ~ ON4AOI W3ETO FN10
’ 195045 -2 0.2 1549 ~ <FM/UTSUGR> FSIYE
pause 195100 Tx 2037 ~ ON4AOI W3ETO FN10
ON4AOI calls me with -10 185115 -3 0.1 1550 ~ <FM/UTSUGR> FSIYE
: 195130 Tx 2037 ~ ON4AOI W3ETO FN10
Signal 195145 -4 0.2 1549 ~ <FM/UTSUGR> FSIYE
| respond with Receive -17 185145 -17 0.2 1558 ~ W3ETO ON420I -10
Received with 73 155200 Tx 2037 —  ONAASI WAETC FMN10
| 73 195201 Tx 2037 ~ ON4AOI W3ETO R-17
— 195203 Tx 2037 ~ ON4AOI W3ETO R-17
The contact gets auto logged 195215 1 0.3 1550 ~ <FM/UTSUGR> FSIYE
195215 -17 0.2 1558 ~ W3ETO ON4AOI RR73

155230 Tx 2037 ~ ON4AOI W3ETO 73

Disregard — Had Auto Unchecked
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in
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SMRA Met Elmer
Script Ott...  net.docx

72 N

SMRA Met  SMRA MNet  questions.txt
Script O...  Script 6-16...
Bins/Pixel 3 +| |start 200Hz |5 Palette | Adjust... [ Flatten [ Ref Spec . . Spec20 % %

s INAvg4 +| | |Default ~ | | |Linear Avg v . . Smooth 2 |5

) e D

Band Activity Rx Frequency Callsign |:.DN4AOI

oTC dB DT Freqg Message UIC dB DT Freqg Message
95115 -24 0.1 400 ~ CQ EASTT IM99 Spain ~||194130 -14 0.1 315 ~ CQ TYSAD JJ16 Benin ~
195115 -23 0.3 2768 ~ CQ ECIALT INT3 Spain 194148 Tx 2037 ~ TYSAD W3ETO FN10
———————————————————————————————————— 20m 194830 -23 0.1 314 ~ CQ TYSAD JJ16 Benin
195145 2 0.3 463 ~ CQ POTA KESYVG EM89Y U.S.A. 194500 -16 0.1 315 ~ CQ TYSAD JJ16 Benin | Detals |
195145 17 -0.2 1977 ~ CQ KBlEFS FN14 U.5.A. 194930 -17 0.1 314 ~ CQ TYSAD JJL6 Benin
195145 -6 -0.1 1714 ~ CQ KJSKON EM54 U.S.A. 195000 -21 0.1 314 ~ CQ TYSAD JJ16 Benin
95145 -6 2.0 1770 ~ CQ KOFRY EM79 U.5.A. 195015 Tx 2037 ~ TYSAD W3ETO FN10
195145 1 0.4 2884 ~ CQ WA4TED EMTS U.S.A. 194945 -13 0.2 1558 ~ CQ NA ON4AOI JO21 Belgium
95145 -18 0.3 2769 ~ CQ ECIALT INT3 Spain 195030 Tx 2037 ~ ON4ROI W3ETO FN10
195145 —21 0.3 597 ~ CQ LZ3CB KN32 Bulgaria 195045 -2 0.2 1549 ~ <FM/UTSUGR> F5SIYE JNOS . €Q zone I TR
95145 -15 0.1 248 ~ CQ KD2YCK FN20 U.5.A. 195100 Tx 2037 ~ ON4AOI W3ETO FN10
195145 -15 0.2 1799 ~ CQ EATBHO IM87 Spain 195115 -3 0.1 1550 ~ <FM/UTS5UGR> F5IYE JNOS H Latitude
95145 -15 1.9 €38 ~ CQ WATPVE CN87 U.5.A. 195130 Tx 2037 ~ ON4AOI W3ETO FN10 H
195145 -18 0.1 1789 ~ CQ ISHLK JN53 Italy 195145 -4 0.2 1549 ~ <FM/UTSUGR> F5S5IYE JNOS !
TTTTTTTTTTTTTmmmmmmmmee e ———- 20m L95145 17 0.2 1558 ~ WSETO ON4AOT —10 GUY DEWAELHENS gL - Azmun | 4|
95215 6 0.3 2920 ~ CQ POTA W8TMB EN82 U.S.A. Tx 2037 ~ ON4AOI W3ETO FN10 ’
95215 0 -0.0 1714 ~ CQ KJSKON EM52 U.S.A. Tx 2037 ~ ON4AOI W3ETO R-17 DIIKSTRAAT, 77-79 : | Gid | JO21BA
195215 2 0.4 2834 ~ CQ WA4TED EM75 U.S.A. Tx 2037 ~ ON4ROI W3ETO R-17 9200 DENDERMONDE - ) : | GT Grid JO21
195215 -13 0.3 599 ~ CQ LZ3CB KN32 Bulgaria 195215 1 0.3 1550 ~ <FM/UTSUGR> F5IYE JNOS Q W Yes
195215 -8 0.2 1050 ~ CO W7PK DM41 U.5.A. 195215 -17 0.2 1558 ~ W3ETO ON4A0T RR73 m Yes
95215 -3 2.1 1769 ~ CQ KOFRY EM79 U.5.5. v||195230 Tx 2037 ~ OCN4ROI W3ETO 73 v

Click OK to confirm the following QS0:
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@ WSIT-X v2.7.0 by KUTetal.

File Configurations \View Mode Decode Save Tools Help
Band Activity Rx Frequency
oIC dB DT Freg Message UIcC dB DT Freg Message
201000 2 0.3 1596 ~ CQ RADRM EN31 U.5.h. ~||185245 -14 0.2 1558 CO WA ON4AOI JO21 B«
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J1oo0 -5 0.1 1555 ~ EM4TICh EATZW ERER
01000 -5 0.1 1718 ~ ZBZCM IM7& Gibraltar
01115 Tx 2037 ~ CHM W3ETCO FN10Q
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01347 Tx 2037 ~ ZB2CM W3ETO FN10Q
01415 Tx 1813 ~ ZB2CM W3ETO FN10O
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01515 20 1.3 1721 ~ ZB2ZCHM W1DWE FHN34
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200030 O 2.4 1559 ~ ON4ACI WESR ELSS

200045 -149 1.2 1558 ~ WEESR ON4ROI -11 _
200100 -3 1.2 1558 ~ ON4AOI WESR R-09 R S
200115 -19 0.2 1558 ~ WESR ON4ACI RR7T3 | Aiases | ZB3C
200130 -5 1.4 1558 ~ ON4ACI WESR 73 DXCC 233 - Gibraltar
Sooaan 14 0.1 1eoa - Mamm merel oos Charie Mascan _ | Muzome | 37T
200430 -14 0.1 1553 ~ W4BXR KDSJYN R-08 ) _ . ITU zone 3
200630 -3 0.1 1553 ~ WSTMB KDOJYN EM6S 33 Brother O Brien House Glacis Estate S - Latitude 36.125119
200630

0.1 1556 ~ CQ EATIW IM77 Spain Gibraltar, GX11 1AA _ Longitude -5.348069
0.1 1553 ~ WSTME KDOJYN EM6S Gibraltar = 3 _ 3800mi
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IM7GHD
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201000 -9 0.1 1715 -~ (CQ ZB2ZCM IMT& Gibraltar |m |m
201115 Tx 2037 ~ ZB2CM W3ETO FH10
201145 Tx 2037 ~ ZB2CM W3ETO FH10

41201215 Tx 2037 ~ ZB2CM W3ETO FH10
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Rare DX
TT1GD - CHAD

See Everyone Calling

Make sure you can
hear the station before
calling them!

See who he is working
(JH=Japan)

If you can Hear
* Go for it!

é_

203337
203337
203337
203337
203337

(KT s T 8 T S 8

TT1GD
TT1GD
TT1GD
TT1GD
IT1GD
TT1GD

KNI -15
AT4TC -10
COeal HMSE
ITSMEM JM77T
F55PJ +01
F4FTV JH15

———————————————————————————————————— 30m
JHIACA TT1GD EE7T3
——————————————————————————————— 30m

LI S R O

03352
03352

I

203352
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203352
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TEEPGE JHNT1
EA3IRT JHO1
KZ2I FM25
KP4EGP +04
WDECOJ EMES
W4TV ELS3
N1NQD FH13
KON -15
AT4TC -0%9
SV1HEF EM1E8
FLCHS JH19

Hear Transmission
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FN10 (last heard 7 days ago). Automatic refresh in 5 minutes. Small markers are the 175 transmitters (show logbook) heard at FN10.
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https://www.pskreporter.info/

Demo Video

My FT8 GridTracker Setup https://youtube.com/shorts/JIKX65wKDOWo0?si=ALzObCvC vrSww3Z

Rare DX Contact https://youtu.be/hbNN-9BzC6s?si=IT1BkiBxzpHOrWFQ
Pure accident

Final — MH and Propagation https://youtu.be/GnVch7p9mmw?si=NxOwcnsvfT6Qkegl



https://youtube.com/shorts/JKX65wKD0Wo?si=ALz0bCvC_vrSww3Z
https://youtu.be/hbNN-9BzC6s?si=lT1BkiBxzpH0rWFQ
https://youtu.be/hbNN-9BzC6s?si=lT1BkiBxzpH0rWFQ
https://youtu.be/hbNN-9BzC6s?si=lT1BkiBxzpH0rWFQ
https://youtu.be/GnVch7p9mmw?si=Nx0wcnsvfT6QkcgI




AlP

Balloons — Received

APRS 2 Lite Board — Ordered
Solar Panels — Ordered
Super-Capacitors — Needed

Interested in Joining the
Build Group Email
W3ETOradio@gmail.com

v/
v/

v/

12/16/2025



2026 PRESENTATIONS:

Table2 - (@

B Meeting Date
1/20/2026
2/17/2026
3/17/2026
4/21/2026
5/19/2026
6/16/2026
7/21/2026
8/18/2026
9/15/2026
10/20/2026
11/17/2026
12/15/2026
1/19/2027

Presentation Topic / Title
Surface Mount Components
Pillars of Radio

Hexbeam Antennas

Balloon Launching

Winlink Part 1

Winlink Part 2

Testing a Yagi/directional Antenna
Intro to Fox Hunting

Making a Go-Box / Go-Bag
Getting Started with CW
EME Moon Bouce

Restoring a used radio from Ebay

Setting up Ham Dashboard (VA3HDL)

Name

Jeff Orner

Hugh Irwin

Jerry Sodus

Dick Goodman
Andrew Mummert
Andrew Mummert
Hugh Irwin

Rick Stoner

Sean Schulze
Emily Saldana
John Jaminet
Chaz Smith

Jeff Kisner

Call Sign

W3IKO
K3ECT
KM3K

WAIUSG
W3AND
W3AND

K3ECT
KC3DRU
KC3YWX

WC3R

W3IHMS
KE3ZPB
W3IWK




BOARD ELECTIONS — 20 JAN 26

_

Ed Otto
Jeff Kisner

Bob Single

Paul Harig
Mike Giordano

Gary Cribbs

Brendan McGowen

Tracey Richard

W3ETO
W3JWK

N3ACP

W3PTH
K3ESQ
K3IMGB

KC3VEB

WE3H

President
V.P.

Trustee/Net
Coordinator

Recording Sec.
Treasurer
Director

P10, Web, Facebook

Membership

2026
2025

2025

2025
2026
2026

2026

2025




GADGET OF THE MONTH —

New Antenna, Radio, HT, Battery box, flux-capacitor

Volunteer for a short infomercial

No need for a full presentation
Works like Shack of the Month

Just email me a photo or two and I'll call on you to
talk about it — from your seat!

— —







he Gadget

ou need to know your rig has output!!!!
o rig drift info, no stability info...

wer?......YES or NO!

...... build somet fe with or own hands!!!



Ihe Super Complex Schematic




Parts List

Gadget

Parts List
Part Price INotes
Altoid Box Quant $0.00See friends

10 in. Insulated Wire O0See friends
Diodes 1N34 2 03

Caps .01 to.1 2 04

LED Red Yelc 1 0.2

Total Cost $.90
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Altoid Boxes are free radio boxes!!!



What is under the hood?









w2mrand-440-MHz-HT-working
ZRCross polarized sensitivity

sa@hecking HF RF signal output



mmary

the signal is going out!!!

ion of ur hobby

John, W3HMS



Winter Field Day @ 10 Degrees
PowerPole and Coax connector Classes
Taught several Technician classes
Carlisle Christian Academy semester
Class

Moved to Digital testing

QRP outings

Dinners out with meetings
Motorcycle Race Comms

Digital Net on Sundays

Summer Fair

Field Day

Fox Hunt Education and Build x2
National Night Out

Army 250 Yrs Special Event
Station

Fox Hunt Actuadl

Balloon Launch Education
and planning

AREA SET exercise

Many Educational
Presentations at MTM ary
General meetings

Repeater Move Prep

//
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South Me= tain Radio Amateurs
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Sometimes all a person needs is that
missing piece
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https://www.arrl.org/arrl-audio-news/
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-audio-news/

ARES PAUL — W3PTH

JOIN THE WORLD OF AMATEUR EMERGENCY RADIO SERVICE!

B from your handheld?

Want to send worldwide messages to phones and e-mail

How about sending digital messages across counties and
agencies without the Internet?

N\
|
Or linking your radio into the Internet to support

the emergency services of agencies like the Red Cross

You can do this, and more, to support your community
as a member of ARES —the Amateur Radio
Emergency Services team.

LEARN HOW:

Attend the next ARES meeting Thursday January 8
Cumberland County Public Safety Building @ 7 pm




OFFICER REPORTS

>

HOW SIGNAL STRENGTH
WORKS IN dB

dB (decibel) is not a unit of power. It is a
comparison between two power levels

Tells us how
much stronger
or weaker a
signal is

dB Change
+3 dB Power doubles
Power halves
+10 dB ower increases 10 times
-10dB Power reduces to one-tenth



SMRA TECHNICIAN CLASS: Fise Ao Rt Tachicon s Glses ol by

South Mountain Radio Amateur (SMRA) Club in Carlisla, PA.

Each complete course consists of fve teo-hour dass sessions on Mondays from 5:30 to 7230 PM, one VE Test
Seswon and an addiional two-hour session for those that pass the iest o recehse training on their new radio.

H lakes seven weeks o complete.
The next SMRA Technician Class will be held at:
The Bosler Memorial Library, 158 West High 5t., Carlizsle, PA 17013

> [Mate: A sextbook ($3200) and 8 VEFOC sest (514000 will be provided free by SMEA
Monday January 12, 2026 — Welcome to Amateur Radio, Radio Signals
Fundamentals, and Electricity Components and Circuits
Ingtructor: Ed W3ETO

= Read Chapler 1 [no guestions on exam), Chapter 2 (35 guestans), and Chapler 3 {21

mpuestons, but many of these guestions are different versions of the same calculation)

Monday January 26, 2026 — Propagation, Antennas, and Feadlinas
Ingtructor: Keith KC3JVG

Read Chapier 4 (86 guastions)

Monday Febr 2, 2026 — Amateur Radio Equipmeant
rlsm:nr: C% ElﬁEIFE

Read Chapter 5 (56 guestions)
Monday February 9, 2026 — Communicating with Other Hams and
Licensing Regulations Instructor: Rick KC3DRU

Read Chapier 8 (63 guestions) and Chapler T (30 questions)

ofF IMENU] (EXT]
OfF [MENU) (EXTT]
OFF [MENU] [EXIT]
1] OFF [VENU] (EXTT]

€TSS~ lMENU]ll[MENU]
7X0¢5 - [MEN] 12 [MENV]
THCICSS - [MENU] 13 [MEN

lil-:;ru:l Febr 16, 2026 — Operating Regulations and Safety
Instructor: an &EE?WR

Read Chapier 8 (32 guestions]| and Chapler @ (43 questions)
Monday February 23, 2026 — VE Test for Technician License
WVE Team Leader: Don K3ZR
%az March 2, 2026 — Students that pass the license exam and pay
00 tee will receive a Baofeng UV-5R radio and be taught
how to program and use it
Instructor: Morm AB3ZZ

To register for this clags contact:
Bosler Memorial Library
158 West High ST.
Carlisle, PA 17013
T17-243-4642

Thicsa -clasacs o e possabde by 5 o froen cha
A ek Dend Corraresewirs (AR feendunsn sy 2rde mol

SHIRA Ammateur Radio Techniclam Oass Schedule beginning 12 Jan 26 «2.dox Dcipber 24, 2025



AMSAT NEWS.:

o |SS SSTV Event

+ Sernes 3012 Noyv-20 Novy

« 12 Images

* 145.800 MHz

« Use and HT or befter

« Decode with MMSSTV
(PC) or Robot36
(android)

» iPhone (SSTV app) A Agl)
https://www.amsat.org/status/ ReS'l'O r'l' R 388 CUbe

N
6/2025

Saf

https://Www.ariss.org/upcoming-sstv-
events.html

e



https://www.amsat.org/status/
https://www.ariss.org/upcoming-sstv-events.html
https://www.ariss.org/upcoming-sstv-events.html
https://www.ariss.org/upcoming-sstv-events.html
https://www.ariss.org/upcoming-sstv-events.html
https://www.ariss.org/upcoming-sstv-events.html

\410 RO-VOD L UDE

. 25¢rh of Amareur Radin

Small 3U (cubes)

« Robot 36 v PD120 (less quality)

« 12 Images

 UHF v VHF (need Doppler
adjustments

 Many images, not many good full
ones

« Challenging

« RS-74S — Octopusee

hitps://www.amsat.org/status/

https://Www.ariss.ora/upcoming-sstv-
evenis.html

/3

12/16/2025



https://www.amsat.org/status/
https://www.ariss.org/upcoming-sstv-events.html
https://www.ariss.org/upcoming-sstv-events.html
https://www.ariss.org/upcoming-sstv-events.html
https://www.ariss.org/upcoming-sstv-events.html
https://www.ariss.org/upcoming-sstv-events.html

FIELD DAY .

* January 24th & 25th, 2026 - ESTA

* Winter Field Day and its core principles:

* Natvural disasters are unpredictable and can
strike when you least expect them.

* Your training and operating skills should not be
limited to fair-weather scenarios.

* Preparedness is the key to a professional and
timely response during any event.

« Rules Found Here
« hitps://winterfieldday.org/



https://www.amsat.org/status/
https://winterfieldday.org/downloads/2026-rules-v3.pdf
https://winterfieldday.org/downloads/2026-rules-v3.pdf
https://www.amsat.org/status/
https://www.amsat.org/status/

CONTEST CALENDAR FOR THE MONTH

CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB
« 0000Z, Mar 28 to 2400Z, Mar 29

www.contestcalendar.com — Check out these Sites for lots of other contests!

hitps.//www.arrl.org/contest-calendar



http://www.contestcalendar.com/
https://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar
https://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar
https://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar
https://cqww.com/index.htm
https://cqww.com/index.htm
https://cqww.com/index.htm

SPECIAL EVENT STATIONS:

Nov 2-Nov 15, 0000 ,
Certificate. e-certificate, e-QSL only, W8F ele
ONLY via club website. livoniaarc.com , Edmund Ftrgerald

-

T 07 Radio b
Certificates available at: |
https://livoniaarc.com/qsl/

2025-11-07 15:57Z Freq: 7.036Mhz RST: 59 Mode: CW Oper: KBSTL QTH: Belleville, M1
2025-11-08 16:59Z Freq: 7.204Mhz RST: Mode: SSB Oper: W8F QTH: POTA US-1487

Honoring the 29 crew members who lost their lives on November 10, 1975

/7

12/16/2025

hitps://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations



https://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
https://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
https://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
https://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
https://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
https://livoniaarc.com/qsl/

WinterFest

HAMFEST/CONVENTION

011072026
Start Date: 01/10/2026

End Date: 01/10/2026

Location: Vietnam Veterans Associan of America
8000 Dermry Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101

Website: http:/www.w3uu.org

Sponsor: Hamisburg Radio Amateurs Club
Type: AREL Hamfest

Talk-In: 147.075 (123) or 717-979-9515

Public Contact: Terry Snyder , WB3EKN

PO Box 355 232 Art Drive Halifax, PA 17032-0355
Phone: 717-979-9515

Email: wb3bknjunki@gmail.com

Locations
Satellite

Rutherford

Sams |_'_':Iuh-.g-

grayson Y

CHAMBERS HILL

!"lll—-—--“

Indian Echa

P e Keyboard shortcuts  Map data ©20253  Terms



https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search




EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS

Nex cut
Tuesday of even months — or as
meeting, Hoss’s, 61 Gettysburg Plke Mechar

- you have a pr’oble

20 Jan 26 — After the Meeting is the first step...

= § T —— e = e ;
10 Feb UT' I||_.|. E.nOFE RA'I‘)JOS.

14 Apr
9 Jun
11 Aug

13 Oct

...

. i r " - - "7-',‘4 3 l
8 DEC i;‘;‘ ‘ ) ™ (-“f—_c':"p ‘

31
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AROUND THE ROOM (TIME PERMITTING):
What did you dointeresting inilHam Radio thisimonth?

Hamfest

GREAT LAKES

Contests
Technical Accomplishments

Awards ST _
Activities — Rare DX s mew “%M‘m
New Antenna/Radio

—

Honoring the 29 crew members who lost their lives on November 10, 1975

32

12/16/2025



FINAL THOUGHTS:

Motion to Adjourn?

lts Ofﬁcual

|mToo Cold -~

for POTA /;‘

ﬂcaca-

NN\

| can’t feel m tc@’

- T2TE 0TS ———
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